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February is pretty much the heart of the NZ game fishing season and this
years February was no exception to the history books. WWGFC members
were spread up and down the coast for most of the month attending many
of the awesome competitions on offer or simply enjoying a spot of fishing.
It never seized to amaze me when one of our boats popped out from a nook
in the coastline or fumbled its way towards us in 200m of water before
ensuing in a friendly VHF conversation which more often than not just
added more confusion on where to go next. This season | have found that a
six pack of beer takes the edge off most things. After a dozen beers down
most things just get laughed at and the focus of catching a fish turns to
more important things |such as ensuring there are more cold beers on hand
and dinner is taken care of. As for the gins and rums, well they just give you
headaches!

The Whangaroa One Base tournament was almost a WWGFC flood out with
a total of 40+ WWGFC members attending out of the 160 odd anglers
fishing for the top spots. A special mention goes out to Logan Campbell and
Peter Matheson who have fished this competition for the last 38 years in a
row. Talk about committed to the cause! Without harping on about a full
five day report, the general guts of the competition was that most boats
found a fish or two, while some were fortunate to find a fish or two that
actually stuck on the hook! Rod Jones and crew didn’t spare any horses on
the first day and by 10am he had tagged a stroppy little striped marlin, the
first of the competition. While everyone fished pretty hard, the standout
fish had to be a 235.2kg Blue Marlin caught by Sam Jukes aboard Elusive —
not a bad way to tick off Sam’s maiden marlin!
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Next up was the Nationals, another popular event for WWGFC. The fleet punched
high and some excellent results were obtained. Well done to those in the mix and
a special mention to the following teams:

Violator, skippered by Logan Campbell, won 2" place in the overall Blue/Black
Section, tagging one Blue Marlin and weighing one at 204kg. They further backed
up their know-how-can-do by tagging two Striped Marlin and weighing one at
114.6kg. Five fish in a week is darn good trip by all accounts, and Brodie Campbell
must have been quick to the rods as he was the angler for all of them! Brodie
picked up an overall 2" place in the champion billfish angler section, a great effort
indeed.

The lads on First Affair must have a secret trevally spot, catching three over 6.5kg
and managing 3" place in the overall Trevally Section. Graham Pooles Trevally
weighed 6.78kg and 6.56kg and won 1%t and 2" in the 10kg line class respectively.
Additionally, they tagged a Mako, a Striped Marlin and a Shortbill Spearfish. No
one could complain with that effort!

Team Elusive continued to find trophy fish by snagging a tremendous 58.2kg
Yellowfin Tuna. The Yellowfin, caught by Grant Hamilton, was not only a new
WWGFC record, but it secured 3™ overall in the Tuna Section, 3" place in the
Angler Tuna Section and 1% in the 24kg line class section. Grants Snapper of 4.08kg
was enough for 2" place in the 4kg line weight class while Mahimahi and a tagged
Striped Marlin completed their week. They also bagged two more respectable
Yellowfin in the days following. Awesome stuff!
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Assassin spent their time targeting a number of snapper on light gear and endured
a few prolonged battles catching Bronzies on 6kg gear. Brian Colville was finally
rewarded after a four hour battle with a 104.7kg Bronze Whaler Shark on 6kg line.
While not the most glorious of game fish, the line weight to fish weight ratio is
second to none and a fair amount of team work was required to secure the fish
once and for all. As a result, Assaasin picked up 2" overall in the shark section and
Brian obtained the top spot for the 6kg line weight in the shark section. Assassin
was top team for WWGFC and was the Zone Il Champion Boat. Well done Burt!

Brenda L’s stern hard luck continued on the billfish front, but the snapper didn’t
stand much of a chance. Warren Knudson, new time WWGFC member, secured 1%
places in the Snapper line weight section with 6.780kg and 5.080kg fish on 8kg and
3kg line respectively, while lan Miller bagged 1% in the 4kg section with a fish of
6.680kg.

Prospect Bay managed to sneak away for the week and made the most of it. They
got stuck into the fish tagging a Blue Marlin, two Striped Marlin and landed a horse
sized Stripie which weighed an impressive 150.6kg. Geoff Harris’s Striped Marlin
won the 37kg line weight section and was the heaviest weighed Striped Marlin of
the Nationals. Well done on the club pin fish too Geoff. On’ya’ Dave.




Barry Plumpton fished off the popular Whangaroa boat Shasa and they
experienced some good fishing, including Barry ticking off his maiden marlin with a
94.4kg Striped Marlin as well as tagging a Mako Shark. Fellow Shasa crew members
Alby Peterson landed a nice Mahimahi which made breakfast and Peter Wilson
landed a welcome 35.6kg Yellowfin Tuna on 37kg line. An awesome four day trip
for the guys on Shasa.

WWGFC picked up 3" place in Penn Tackle Trophy for the interclub Snapper
division, 2" in the Varta Cup (top 3 scoring fish from each club) and were the
Auckland Regional winners.

Well done to everyone who participated and well done as a club for the awesome
results.

Dating back to the WWGFC One Base in January a total of eight boats backed
themselves to find the heaviest Marlin of the tournament. As it transpired, none of
the boats that entered the sweepstake weighed a marlin and a total of $400 was



decided upon a one off lucky draw during the March committee meeting. Rod
Jones from Swansong has the cash coming his way and we will be in touch soon to
get it to you.

A full report on the tournament is attached — it’s a colorful read and please
remember the sponsors by supporting them when you can. They help make the
tournament what it is and we cannot thank them enough for all of their generous
support. We want to hear ANY feedback from the tournament as we are always
looking to improve so drop us an email wwgfc@xtra.co.nz.

Rob Southey got out for a run in early February and it didn’t take long for a striped
marlin to pop up behind Southern Bell and grab a lure. After a quick battle the fish
was landed and weighed at Toots. It was a shade under the 90kg minimum, but
none the less it was a marlin on the board. The particular lure was one of our
sponsors who have recently obtained a very extensive range of soft head lures.
These lures can be found at Gamegear and Anthony would be more than happy to
talk you through where they are made and how they all work. Gamegear also has a
great range of IGFA nylons available in numerous colors. If you head in there be
sure to let Anthony know you are a WWGFC member!

Huating. It's not a sport, it’s an addiction!
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The new club clothing has been a real hit and we have received feedback on the
possibility of a polo style collared shirt. We think this is a great idea but before we
place an order we are after some feedback on how many shirts and what sizes we
should get. So if you are interested in a couple of polo shirts please let us know
what size you are. At this stage we have no idea on how much they will cost, but
around the $35-$45 mark sounds realistic. Send us email wwgfc@xtra.co.nz. In the
meantime the cool weather will be upon us soon enough and we have a good
supply of club jumpers which we are selling for $50 each.
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Tags and weigh books can be found at SYC, Hunting and Fishing Warkworth or
through Louise.

With about ten weeks to go to our Penn 10 fishing competition will be held on
Saturday 30*" and Sunday 31 of June 2015, we are again offering a $5 re-spool of
Berkley 10kg nylon, curtesy of our major sponsor Malcom Dawson from Pure
Fishing. Standby on a date for an informal briefing/re-spool night and we plan to
offer a hearty golden treasure chest early bird prize filled with loot.

The Warkworth Hunting and Fishing monthly snapper draws for the past months
have gone to lan Miller — 66¢cm for January and Alby Peterson — 78cm for February.
Alby had a good snapper session at the end of February at Flat Rock and caught a
7.94kg Snapper. He caught this fish during the nationals, but forgot to weigh it
before the cut off time — bugger. So he then cut it up to eat, but he also forgot to
measure it! Having gifted the frame to a good friend of his to make into soup, Alby
made contact just in the nick of time to measure the frame at 78cm. We like this
sort of commitment, so a $30 hunting and fishing voucher will be waiting for you at
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I’'m sure that there are many other worthy stories out there from our members so
please feel free to get them in even now that February has all but gone. Drop us an
email, keep us in the loop with your adventures! wwgfc.co.nz



